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idyllic romance Daphws and Chloe. Late Greek passed into
Patristic Greek, which in its turn lost itself into the Byzantine:
the twilight of the Greek world lasted a full thousand years.

But., by the first century B.C., Rome had already beconje su-
preme in letters as well as by the force of arms. There was no
revolution: Greece and Rome offered two aspects of the same
culture, and the relations between the two were unique. To the
end, Rome acknowledged the intellectual primacy of subjugated
Greece. The basis of education was the study of the Greek clas-
sics y young Romans went to Greek schools and had Greek tu-
tors y the emperors Hadrian, Marcus Aurelius and Julian wrote
in Greek. Far more striking is the fact that many of the greatest
works in Latin literature were deliberate attempts to rival Greek
models. The two comic writers Plautus and Terence adapted
Greek themes and plots to Roman conditions; the most power-
ful of all Roman poets, Lucretius, translated into Latin verse
the philosophy of Epicurus. Catjillus could be accounted one of
the Alexandrians. Vergil confessedly pastiched Theocritus and
Homer.

Yet this imitative literature is far from second-rate. Thanks
to the survival of Latin as the universal language of the Church
and of the learned, the great writers of Rome were far more
directly known in medieval and Neo-Classical Europe than
their Greek originals. Later ages revered Homer, Sophocles,
Aristophanes, Demosthenes: but it was Vergil, Seneca, Plautus,
Cicero, who served as patterns. Latin is not the source of our
culture, but it remains its center,

It is customary to divide Latin literature, after its modest
and halting beginning, into a Golden Age and a Silver Age.
The former extended from the time of Sulla (ca. 100 B.C.) to
the death of Augustus (14 A.D.) It comprises Lucretius, Cicero,
Caesar, Sallust, Livy, Catullus, Vergil, Horace, Tibullus, Pro-
pertius, Ovid: an array second only to the matchless constella-
tion in Periclean Athens. The second closes with the death of
Trajan in 117. This Silver Age offers names which had long
echoes in our culture: Seneca, Petronius3 Lucan, Statius, Perstus,